Mission Statement Our Neighbor, Inc. P. O. Box 908483

. N Gainesville, GA 30501
Seeking to inspire those who are chal- ourneighbor.org

lenged with disabilities to grow toward 770-530-3554

their greatest potential and maximum

independence. By eliminating the

physical and attitude barriers in our

community, we will give them the same November 2007 Randy’s House
choices as those who have no visible 458 Prior Street

disabilities. Gainesville, GA 30501

Meet Jeremy Knauth ! He is the newest resident at
Randy’s House and a joy to get to know. His cheerful-
ness is contagious. Here’'s what his mom, Lisa, says:
“Jeremy is 26 years old. He is an outgoing, posi-
tive, sweet, courageous young man. His dad and | are
very proud of him. Jeremy has struggled with develop-
mental and learning problems all his life, but in spite of
those small issues he participated in sports and other
activities as any other normal child. He graduated from
high school in 2000. He has worked several jobs
(Publix and Marriott Hotels). He has had an opportu-
nity to learn to drive a car and to even live independ-
ently for very short spans. The total independent living
was not the best choice, but he was able to explore the chance.

“Jeremy has a medical condition called Generalized Dystonia. He was finally diag-
nosed in November 2006. He suffered a seizure and within 24 hours was stricken with
this unbelievable movement disorder. It is a disease similar to Parkinson’s.

“Through all Jeremy’s struggles, he remains so positive and upbeat. He made a
comment to me just the other day about the fact that his disability was not asked for
and he felt like it really wasn't deserved, but it made him realize that God maybe had a
special job for him in being there to help others and inspire them in their times of need.

“PS He loves his new home!”

Also at Randy’s House is our new caretaker o
“House Mom,” as the guys call her.Doris
Adamsonis her name. She truly is a nurturing
soul with a huge heart full of love to share She
and the residents are adjusting extremely well a
keep it a lively place! There is a lot of “brotherly”
teasing and laughter happening! They are open ft
people to drop by to see them, so go by and intrg
duce yourself!

Our mouths were filled with laughter, our tonguagwgongs of joy. Then it was said among the natidmhe LORD has
done great things for them." — Psalm 126:2




How blessed Our Neighbor, Inc. is to have our new
Co-DirectorsMarjie Sinclair andBrad Whitmire.

Marjie Sinclair, CPA, comes to us with not only
accounting and volunteer experience, but with a
huge heart for the vision Our Neighbor possesses
and the people it wishes to help.

Brad Whitmire, with a disability himself, comes

with experience in providing disability support and

education at Disability Resource Center, Hall

County Schools, D. S. Medical, Concerned Health-

care, and Roosevelt Warm Springs Institute for Re-

habilitation. Brad Whitmire

Marjie Sinclair
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When we opened, part of our vi-
sion was to open a business for
them to make a contribution to
the community. Jason, Mike and

Jeremy are anxious to use their O $20060
gifts to serve. We have located a MAY YOUR GENEROSITY
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We presently have $20,000 to-
ward this project.

When we choose not to focus on what is missing from our lives but are gratehé ibundance that's present . . . v
experience heaven on earth. — Sarah Breathnack

For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God pnegdwadae for us to do.

— Ephesians 2:10
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NOVEMBER 18, 2007
6:30 P.M.—9:30 P.M.
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D’ete Sewell and Mike Reno
recently gave a talk at the Uni-
versity of Georgia about Mike's
story and the role Citizen's Ad-
vocacy played in providing sup-
port for Mike, both at the nurs-
ing home and in helping him
realize his dream of moving into
Randy's House. A lady named

&) , Yot #O .
1#"% &&& % %3$! (,
8

#) ! - % % # ,

*o* + I %#

%%,% ( ( - # #% (%

I#$  %$,
+ -
O# 1 22 34 4335
# i
1) #$ (#6(,, #$

h Thank you, Mrs. Betty

Brown, for heading up
our newest fundraiser — a
tbooth at Mule Camp
Springs.

Our Neighbor, Inc.’s boot
where we sold plain pe-
cans, yummy cinnamon
sugar pecans, and the mos
delicious brownies!!

By the way, if you want
any more pecans let us
know! We can get them.
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FOR ALL, prompted her to call Statewide Independent Living
D’ete and Mike to ask if she Council, asked Mike and D’ete
could be of assistance in provicto make a list of items that
ing some funds forBooks & would be beneficial to his job
Beans that Mike had talked performance. Once their list was
about in his and D’ete’s pro- submitted, Colleen wrote a
gram. There was approximatel check for $3,013.26, made an
$6,000 left in the grant budget Office Depot order for

which had to be used by Septen $2,371.25, and to Banner & Sign

Patti Cassidy was introduced to ber 30, 2007. God’s timing is Company for advertising ban-

them after the program. Patti
works for UGA, Institute on
Human Development and Dis-
ability. Her latest project, JOBS

always perfect!! ners in the amount of $642.00.

Patti, along with Colleen
Caffrey, who works for the training has begun!!

Items have been delivered and

Betty Brown

Mike Reno




P. O. Box 908483
Gainesville, GA 30501
www.ourneighbor.org
770-530-3554

COMING UP IN FEBRUARY —
OUR SECOND ANNUAL BAN-
QUET/AUCTION!!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

FEBRUARY 9, 2008

Brad Cohen
Keynote Speaker

When Marti and Randy Owens were given the ideafbome for handicapped young
adults almost two years ago, they had no idea tt wkient this conception would take
them and the ones who eventually became involvéld thie project. As Randy stated,
“When Our Neighbor took shape in our hearts, wenpdal on one house.” It didn't
take long for mother and son to discover the desgirel of so many families to find a
place such as Randy’s House for their own childréor these homes are a double
blessing — not only do they give the residents pedelence, but their families can have
peace in their hearts knowing their adult childnéth have more meaningful lives.

Our goal is to have a community where people donatice a person’s disability but
embrace a person for who they are. We know logipart of our physical body does
not change who we are, except maybe to give uggebiheart. Also, we wish to du-
plicate what we are doing in each community ingtae, so that people who have dis-
abilities can live wherever they would like — néamily and friends or in an entirely
new community.

Brad Cohen shows people a new meanir had. After several dozen rejection letters,
to the words Positive Attitude. He pre- Brad finally found a teaching home
sents an inspiring true story of incredible where he taught second-graders not only
challenges and unwavering determina reading, writing and math, but also about
tion. As a child with Tourette Syndrome, love and acceptance of all people.
a neurological brain disorder that cause Today, Brad still gets ejected from
the body to make strange sounds an movie theaters and restaurants, but he is
uncontrollable violent twitches, Brad was one of the most outgoing and positive
beaten, mocked, and shunned. Son people you will ever meet. His students
thought he was posses by the devil. Ott cherish him, and he used to chair a Relay
ers, including members of his own fam-for Life fundraising program for Geor-
ily, refused to be seen with him in public. gia’s Cobb County. On a mission to en-
As an adult, Brad overcame all odds tccourage and inspire today's youth and
become an award-winning teacher of threducators, Brad Cohen is an inspiration
year for the state of Georgia. The road i to us all.
between was a roller coaster ride in pel In addition to his appearances on
severance. Oprah, Inside Edition, and being featured
Brad Cohen inspires audiences to ove in People magazine, Brad is the author of
come life's challenges. Nothing, notthe book, Front of the Class: How
even Tourette Syndrome, stops him fron Tourette Syndrome Made Me the Teacher
pursuing—and achieving—his goals. I Never Had. He is also the former mas-
From the depths of abuse that his teacl cot “Homer” for the Atlanta Braves base-
ers piled on him, Brad became deter ball team for four years!
mined to become the teacher he neve



